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Carl Lindström AG, a German multinational

ÅCarl Lindström AG was one of the five most important 

record companies of the shellac period. It is also the 

least known. We need:

Åa company history (economic history) outlining the 

development of the various Lindström branches

Åa discographical history outlining the various numerical 

series used (catalogue and matrix)

Åso much documentation has been lost, the two histories 

are needed because they support each other



Record labels as documents of business 

history

Å In 1933, Lindström closed two 
agencies in Finland, and all 
business was directed to the Odeon 
agent. Homocord mx on Odeon

Å Unissued Parlophone masters were 
also issued on Odeon (renumbered)



Carl Lindström AG: four periods

Å1904-1910: Lindström manufactures 

gramophones

Å1910-1925 Lindström buys several record 

companies and starts  Parlophone label

Å1925-1931 Columbia buys Lindström; 

Homocord and Pathe join the concern

Å1931- Columbia, Gramophone and 

Lindström form EMI



1.  òPre-Lindstrºmò

ÅBeka-Rekord AG, 1904-1910

ÅInternational Talking Machine Co (Odeon) 

and Fonotipia Ltd, 1903-1911

ÅFavorite 1906-1912

ÅDacapo 1907-1912

ÅLyrophon 190?-1912

ÅCarl Lindström AG (1904- ) produces 

gramophones



2. Independent Lindström, 

1910-1925

ÅLindström becomes a record company

ÅOdeon, Parlophon and Beka main product 

lines. Favorite, Lyrophon, Dacapo 

discontinued, Lindström takes over their 

artists and sales organisations

ÅQuick expansion (South America), 

exports important. Organisation varies 

from country to country. 



3.  Columbia purchases Lindström, 1926

ÅColumbia Graphophone Co (UK) buys 

Lindström, 5 Oct 1926. Lindström 

becomes part of a concern which also 

includes Columbia Phonograph Co (USA), 

Pathe (France) and Homocord.

ÅFew operational changes, expect Louis 

Sterling (Columbia) joins Lindström board. 

Some activities are gradually combined



After Columbia buys Odeon, some activities are combined, 

and matrix exchange begins.



4. Lindström as part of EMI, 1931-

ÅColumbia and Gramophone merge to form 

EMI, 20 Apr 1931. Lindström becomes 

part of EMI, head office stays in Berlin

ÅIn most countries, Odeon, Columbia and 

HMV still have separate sales agents. In 

South America, Odeon + Columbia 

combined

ÅCoordination of technical operations



Lindstrºmôs international organisation, 

1920s-1930s

Columbia.. (1925)éééCarl Lindström AG
Columbia (USA) Parlophone Ltd, London

Okeh Phonograph Co (USA) Nipponophone (1927, w.Columbia)

Homocord Pathé Frères (1927, w.Columbia)

Skandinaviska Odeon

Argentina

Poland

Fonotipia Ltd (London)

--- Fonotipia (Milano)

--- Odeon (Paris)

--- Odeon (Barcelona)

--- Odeon (Wien)
Dietrich Schultz-Köhn: Die Schallplatte auf dem Weltmarkt (Berlin 1940)



Factories in major markets such as Austria, 

France, Spain, Sweden, UKé



é Italyé


