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Carl Lindstrom AG, a German multinational

A Carl Lindstrom AG was one of the five most important
record companies of the shellac period. It is also the
least known. We need:

A a company history (economic history) outlining the
development of the various Lindstrom branches

A a discographical history outlining the various numerical
series used (catalogue and matrix)

A so much documentation has been lost, the two histories
are needed because they support each other



Record labels as documents of business
history

In 1933, Lindstrom closed two A Unissued Parlophone masters were
agencies in Finland, and all also issued on Odeon (renumbered)

business was directed to the Odeon
agent. Homocord mx on Odeon
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Carl Lindstrom AG: four periods

A 1904-1910: Lindstrém manufactures
gramophones

A 1910-1925 Lindstrém buys several record
companies and starts Parlophone label

A 1925-1931 Columbia buys Lindstrom;
Homocord and Pathe join the concern

A 1931- Columbia, Gramophone and
Lindstrom form EMI
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A Beka-Rekord AG, 1904-1910

A International Talking Machine Co (Odeon)
and Fonotipia Ltd, 1903-1911

A Favorite 1906-1912
A Dacapo 1907-1912
A Lyrophon 190?-1912

A Carl Lindstréom AG (1904- ) produces
gramophones



2. Independent Lindstrom,
1910-1925

A Lindstrom becomes a record company

A Odeon, Parlophon and Beka main product
lines. Favorite, Lyrophon, Dacapo
discontinued, Lindstrom takes over their
artists and sales organisations

A Quick expansion (South America),
exports important. Organisation varies
from country to country.



3. Columbia purchases Lindstrom, 1926

A Columbia Graphophone Co (UK) buys
Lindstrom, 5 Oct 1926. Lindstrom
becomes part of a concern which also
Includes Columbia Phonograph Co (USA),
Pathe (France) and Homocord.

A Few operational changes, expect Louis
Sterling (Columbia) joins Lindstrom board.
Some activities are gradually combined



After Columbia buys Odeon, some activities are combined,
and matrix exchange begins.
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Schallplatte anfangs ledig-
lich amiisante Spielereien,
die kein Mensch ernst nahm,
Man fabrizierte diese Dinge
in miligem Umfange, ver
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Columbia-MusiksHaus,
Berlin W15, Kurfiirstendamm 29
Die Berliner WestensFiliale der
OdeonsMusiksHaus G.m. b. H.,
Berlin WS,

funfundzwanzig  Jahren
geleistet wurde, wie sich
netzartig die Fiaden zu
spinnen begannen, zu-
nichst tiber die encere

MahagonisSaal mit Durchblick zu den Vorfithrungsraiumen




4. Lindstrom as part of EMI, 1931-

A Columbia and Gramophone merge to form
EMI, 20 Apr 1931. Lindstrom becomes
part of EMI, head office stays in Berlin

A In most countries, Odeon, Columbia and
HMV still have separate sales agents. In
South America, Odeon + Columbia
combined

A Coordination of technical operations



Lindstr°modos |1 nternat
1920s-1930s

Columbia.. ( 19 25) &arl Lindstrom AG

Columbia (USA) Parlophone Ltd, London
Okeh Phonograph Co (USA) Nipponophone (1927, w.Columbia)
Homocord Patheé Freres (1927, w.Columbia)
Skandinaviska Odeon
Argentina
Poland

Fonotipia Ltd (London)
--- Fonotipia (Milano)
--- Odeon (Paris)

--- Odeon (Barcelona)

--- Odeon (Wien)
Dietrich Schultz-Kohn: Die Schallplatte auf dem Weltmarkt (Berlin 1940)



Factories in major markets such as Austria,
France, Spailin, Swe

JOACHIM BECK:

Die untere Aufnahme vermittelt einen Eindruck von der
Mailinder Fabrik, deren Aufgabe die Herstellung der Lind-
stromfabrikate fiirItalienist. Einneu eingerichteter Bauvon
imposantem Ausmaf}. Deutsches Fabrikat erwirbt sichauch
hier zahlreiche
Freunde. Neben
den Melodien ita-
lienischer Kom-
ponisten sind die

NebenstehendesBild zeigt
die Fabrikanlage in Wien,
in der die Fabrikate der Carl
Lindstrom A.-G. hergestellt
werden. Jedes
Land hat sei-
ne eigene Ge-
schmacksrichtung.
Im Donauland ist

die Vorliebe fiir
Strauf3sche Wal-
zer ebenso grof3
wie fur moderne
Jazzmusik. —

Die Fabrikanlage in Wien

Kompositionen
deutscher und
auslandischer

Meister auferor-
dentlich beliebt.
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